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Extract:

Epver HOXHA; First Secrstary of Albanian Workers (Cormrsunist) Pnrt.y. Source mat \
EOIHA four or five times during the var.

HOXHA is deseribed by Source as lagking the neceasary ludersh.lp qualitiea of
aggTespiveness, courage and strongth of personality. Ho in overly cautious in
axpressing nev ideas or initiating necessary Party snd povermment actions, never
naking a decision unless he is certain that no repercusaions will result, As a
consequence of these wveakneasas, Source beliesves that HOXHA is not well qualified

* for the top position in Albania, and that any strong person filling tha No. 2 position
is theraby able to approach, if not equal, HUXHA in the degrse of political control
over the povernment. This was true of Koci XOXE, who, according to Source, was placed
in the o, 2 position by Yugoslavia thersby using XOYE's stronger personality to
rerutralize HOXHA, Mehmet SHEHU was selected by HOXHA because n strong man was needsd ’
at the time of XOXS's arrest and the resulting attack on the Sipurimi. Had HOTEA'a .
own position during the KUXE episode not begen in dangsr, Scrree beliesvas that EGTHA
unight have selected Pedri SPARTU to f11l the Ho. 2 position, Bedri SPAHID, a weaker
peraon than H 'HA, whould have mads PQ¥HA's position mors secure,

HOVHA is cspable of making public npasches with considerable affect, even moving
som to tears. Zxcluding his speeches befo-e official Party meetings, the purnase
£ HOXHA's public apaechaa is primarily for their emotional acpeal. According to
Scurce, as a result of XOXE's trial and the First Party Conpress, a mors> liberal polick
was adoptad thus giving the impression of preater freedom within the Pa~ty and tha
government, By 1950, however, the Party leaders revarsed themwslv'-s in order to .
tighten and centralize control. !

HOXHA's tendency to stoltness 1s offset by his heipght, According to Scurce,
. -] hia wveight fluctuates mccording to the political climate, For imstances, during

the YOXE trial in 1949, HOVHA lost a considersbls amount of weight and his clothes
hu.nf on him like sacks, . '

Liri BELLISHGVA and Beqir BALLUKU ara considared close friends of EOXHA. Manueh

MYFTIU is not & close friend. M MIFTIV was formarly a XOXE man and has not
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committed himself to support sither HCXWA or SHEHU. Pilo PERISTFPI 4a conaidered
a friend of HOXHA as well as Spiro KOSLFA, HOXH& is recponsible for the position
KOLEEA now holde and io additlon has protected KOLTKA from SHENU's attempts to
elininate him. :

Mehmet SHEHU certainly cannot be considered a friend of HOXHA, sirce SHEHD
is attempting to neutralize HOXHA's position and one day may succeed him. According
to Source, 1t is difficult *o name HUXHA's enemiés, since ha is nzver directly involved
in diseiplinary actions_and purges. Although YOXHA undoubtedly gives the approval
for such actions, it 1s”actually SHEHU who orders dismissals, even where high-raunking
Party members are concerned.

HOXHA apeaks French, Italian, and Souree heard that he speaks Russian well.

!




